
 

 

 

INFORMATION 
Event: 

“Run the Silk Road – Shanghai Cooperation Organization” International Issyk-Kul Marathon of the 

Kyrgyz Republic 

Abbreviated title: Issyk-Kul SCO Run the Silk Road marathon  

Official competitions are held in accordance with the World Athletics Rules and the anti-doping 

regulations of the Kyrgyz Republic and international standards. 

The marathon has been awarded the World Athletics Road Race Label. 

The 42 km course of the official race is certified by the Association of International Marathons and 

Distance Races (AIMS). 

Courses for 21.097 km, 10 km, and 3 km are certified by the Athletics Federation of the Kyrgyz Republic 

(AFKR). 

Main Jury Panel: 

Athletics Federation of the Kyrgyz Republic 

Date and Time: May 2, 2026. Start at 08:00 

Start/Finish: Hippodrome, Cholpon-Ata city, Issyk-Kul Lake (altitude 1633 m above sea level) 

Registration Fee: depends on the payment period (as specified in the Regulation) 

Prize Fund: 1,534,000 KGS (for 42 km and 21 km distances only) 

Races: 

 Marathon — 42.195 km 

 Half Marathon — 21.097 km 

 10K 

 3K 

 Nordic Walking — 10K 



 Kid’s Run 

Participants: professional athletes and amateurs 

Organizers: 

 State Agency for Physical Culture and Sports under the Cabinet of Ministers of the Kyrgyz Republic 

 Athletics Federation of the Kyrgyz Republic 

 NPO “Directorate of the International Marathon” 

With the support of:  

 National Olympic Committee of the Kyrgyz Republic. 

Official Partners: 

1. Secretariat of the Shanghai Cooperation Organization 

2. China Intercontinental Communication Center 

Chinese Athletics Association 

3. Yunnan Shanghe Culture and Sports Co., Ltd. 

4. Shanghai Art Fair International Exhibition Co., Ltd. 

Additional Information: 

 The race results are recorded by an electronic timing system and verified by the judging panel. 

 Winners and prize holders are determined based on the participants’ finish times. 

 Each participant receives a bib number with an integrated chip, a T-shirt, a bag, and information 

materials. 

 All finishers receive a personalized certificate with their result and a finisher medal. 

Goals and Objectives: 

 - To strengthen integration among SCO member states through international-level sporting events; 

 - To develop domestic and international event tourism; 

 - To promote a healthy lifestyle and encourage regular participation in physical culture and sports. 

Prize Fund: 1,534,000 KGS 

Distance 42.195 km (men/women, absolute ranking) — Total fund: 1,160,000 KGS 

1st place – 200,000 KGS 

2nd place – 140,000 KGS 

3rd place – 100,000 KGS 

4th place – 70,000 KGS 



5th place – 50,000 KGS 

6th place – 20,000 KGS 

 

Distance 21.097 km (men/women, absolute ranking) — Total fund: 374,000 KGS 

1st place – 70,000 KGS 

2nd place – 50,000 KGS 

3rd place – 30,000 KGS 

4th place – 20,000 KGS 

5th place – 10,000 KGS 

6th place – 7,000 KGS 

Winners in age categories and athletes with disabilities (AWD) on distances 42 km and 21 km 

(1st–3rd places) receive valuable prizes. 

 For the 10K distance, the top 3 finishers (absolute and AWD categories) also receive valuable 

prizes. 

Event Program 

The Issyk-Kul SCO Marathon “Run the Silk Road” will feature a festive and vibrant program. 

The opening and award ceremonies will be attended by high-ranking officials and representatives of 

SCO member states. 

 As usual, a warm-up session with professional trainers will precede the race start. For fans and 

guests, a large entertainment program will be organized to maintain a positive sporting spirit 

throughout the day. 

Participation 

Expected number of participants: 3,000 people, including teams from SCO countries featuring 

prominent athletes. 

 The event will be widely covered by leading media outlets of the Kyrgyz Republic and SCO 

member states. 

 Applications can be submitted online at my.runthesilkroad.com or in person at the Directorate 

office until April 24, 2026. 



 

The Issyk-Kul course, surrounded by breathtaking mountain peaks and scenic routes, fully 

meets international technical standards and rightfully deserves its place among world-class 

marathons. 

 The International Issyk-Kul Marathon “Run the Silk Road – SCO” is held under the auspices of 

the SCO Marathon Series. All events within this framework represent a significant milestone for the 

Kyrgyz Republic. 

 Since 2021, the Issyk-Kul SCO Marathon “Run the Silk Road” has been a qualifying event, 

allowing athletes to earn a place at the Asian Games, World Championships, and Olympic Games upon 

meeting qualification standards. 

 In 2026, Kyrgyzstan will hold the SCO Chairmanship, making the organization of this marathon 

even more symbolic and prestigious for the country. 

 We call upon athletes and active lifestyle enthusiasts to support Kyrgyzstan as the host country 

and take part in the largest sporting event of the nation – the International Issyk-Kul Marathon “Run 

the Silk Road – SCO”! 

The Marathon – a Choice for the Strong! 

We are waiting for you! 



 

Apply and find detailed information on the organizer’s website: runthesilkroad.com 

Contact numbers: +996 (312) 88 64 10, +996 (500) 339 970 


